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SUMMARY

The Early Childhood Committee of the Valley Council of Health and Human Services is in the process of
better u.nderstandmg the population, childcare capacity, and child care options available to parents in its
region. The Cowncil defines its region to include the towns of Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Oxford,
Seymour and Shelton. To assist with this, the United Way of Connecticut's Community Results Center has
compiled information in the tables to follow, created maps of childcare providers in their region compared
to certain demographic characteristics, and developed a childcare resource guide. Below is a brief analysis
of some interesting points uncovered in the data tables. Local interpretation is needed to shed light on
these figures and bring meaning to the data.

School Readiness and Performance

The Lower Naugatuck Valley Region has a population of over 6,235 children under five years old.
Depending on the town, there are anywhere between 45% of children entering kmdergarten with some
preschool experience up to 93%. A report released by the State Department of Education in January 2005
set as a goal that at least 90% of children would enter kindergarten having attended preschool. As of the
2004-05 Strategic School Profiles, Oxford is the only town already reaching this goal. Ansonia also
struggles with the largest percentage of children performing below proficient on fourth grade CMT reading
scores (55%), with Derby in close second (42%).

Childcare Options
It should be noted that the analysis and data provided is based on the number of children being served by the

providers located in the region. This does not capture information about children living in the region that
find care in other towns.

As can be seen on the Childcare Capacity tables, approximately 25% of infants are being cared for by
providers in the region, 11% of toddlers (18 to 35 months); and approximately 58% of preschool aged
children are being cared for by providers in the region. Consistent with the size of the towns, Shelton
serves the highest number (1 ]27) and percent (52%) of children in the region.

POPULATION
In order to have context for the number of children in the area that may need service, the table below

provides the number of children between birth through four years old. For the region overall, there were
just over 6,000 children under five as of the year 2000 representing approximately 6% of the population.

Total %o of
Population Population Under 1 1year 2 years 3 years 4 years
P
Under 5
REGION 99,567 6.3% 1,079 1,249 1,244 1,399 1,264
Ansonia 18,554 6.9% 242 247 278 263 221
Beacon Falls 5,246 6.5% 49 44 81 56 119
Derby 12,391 6.1% 139 176 143 130 95
Oxford 9,821 6.6% 119 111 105 138 166
Seyvmotr 15,454 5.8% 132 222 177 220 210
Shelton 38,101 6.2% 398 449 460 592 453

Source: U.5. Census 2000



SCHOOL READINESS

The table and chart below show the percent of children entering kindergarten with preschool, nursery school or Head Start experience. This
information is self-reported to the school district by the child’s parent. During discussions with the Early Childhood Committee, it was suggested
that the way this question in asked in certain districts may have changed over the years, which may help to explain the dramatic decline in preschool

experience in Ansonia reported below.

Source: Comnecticut State Department of Education; 2004-05 School

Year Strategic School Profiles

% Children Entering
Kindergarten with PreK Percent of Children Entering Kindergarten with Preschool,
Eaneriohee Nursery School or Head Start Experience
2004—200? e ATENI0 (Source: SDE '04-'05 Strategic School Profiles)

State of Connecticut 77.0% 73.1%
Ansonia 45.1% 70.5%

ERGH 75.2% 69.5%
Bea"_m Falll;_ : 5 83.1% 88.8% o 1999-2000 (District)
(Reg]cmal 1str1;;GG)E T . O 2004-2005 (District)

Eaig) sl B 19992000 (ERG)
@ 2004-2005 (ERG)

Derby 53.3% 54.8%

ERGH 75.2% 69.5%
Oxford 92.9% 86.0%

ERGC 84.4% 82.9%

Connecticut Ansonia (H) Beacon Falls  Derby (H)  Oxford (C)  Seymour (F)  Shefton (D)

Seymour 73.2% 82.7% RIIS(E)

ERGF 74.8% 71.5%
Shelton 87.3% 79.9%

ERGD 79.6% 73.3%




CMT PERFORMANCE

In order to assess school performance, the state administers the Connecticut Mastery Test to all fourth,
sixth, and eighth grade students in the areas of reading, writing and mathematics. Those working in the
field of early childhood education are paying particular attention to fourth grade reading scores as an
indicator of sustained school readiness and school performance. Below is a table shox\'}'_ng the percent of
fourth graders meeting the state goal in read]’ng and the percent scoring below proficient.

4™ Grade CMT
Reaﬂ.{:ﬂg Scores
% Meeting % Below
Goal Proficient

State of Connecticut 52.8% 33.2%
Ansonia 31.5% 55.2%
ERGH 43.6% 40.9%
Beacon Falls . ,
70.7% 14.4%
(Regional District 16) 8 ’
ERGE 59.8% 25.8%
Derby 33.6% 41.8%
ERGH 43.6% 40.9%
Oxford 59.5% 26.2%
ERG C 65.1% 22.4%
Seymour 66.9% 20.2%
ERGF 53.6% 31.6%
Shelton 60.8% 23.8%
ERG D 58.4% 26.9%

Source: Connecticut State Department of Education; 2004

































